Brussels, 16 August 2016

Horrifying Audio File of Top Iran Official Confirms the 1988
Massacre of Political Prisoners
ISJ calls for an international tribunal to investigate
The recent publication of a shocking audio recording of a meeting of Ayatollah Montazeri, designated
successor to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khomeini, in the midst of the mass execution of political
prisoners in the summer of 1988, reveals another dimension of this horrific crime and underscores the
need to investigate this atrocity.
On the twenty-eighth anniversary of the massacre of an estimated 30.000 political prisoners in Iran,
most of whom were members and supporters of the People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI /
MEK), the International Committee In Search of Justice (ISJ) once again emphasizes the need to refer
this massacre which is a real holocaust, to the UN Security Council and to establish an international
tribunal to prosecute those responsible for this barbarity.
The ISJ emphasizes the following points in this regard:
1- Khomeini issued a fatwa around 25 July 1988 (Annex 1):
“As the treacherous Hypocrites [a derogatory term used by the regime referring to the PMOI]
do not believe in Islam and their statements are rooted in deception and hypocrisy, and as their
leaders have confessed that they have become renegades, and as they are waging war on God,
and as they are engaging in classical warfare on the western, northern and southern fronts, and
as they are collaborating with the Baathist Party of Iraq and spying for Saddam [Hussein]
against our Muslim nation, and as they are tied to the World Arrogance, and in light of their
cowardly blows to the Islamic Republic since its inception, it is decreed that those who are in
prison throughout the country and remain steadfast in their support for the Hypocrites are
waging war on God and are condemned to execution.
The task of implementing the decree in Tehran is entrusted to Hojjatol-Islam Nayyeri, the sharia
judge, Mr. Eshraqi, the Tehran prosecutor, and a representative of the Intelligence Ministry …
In prisons in the provinces, the views of a majority of a trio consisting of the sharia judge, the
revolutionary prosecutor, and the Intelligence Ministry representative must be obeyed. It is
naive to show mercy to those who wage war on God … Those who are making the decisions
must not hesitate, nor show any doubt or be concerned with details…”
2- Subsequently, Moussavi Ardebili, then Chief Justice, asked Khomeini if the decree applied to those
who had been in prison, who had already been tried and sentenced to limited jail terms and who had

already served part of their terms. He also asked: “In reviewing the status of the Hypocrites prisoners,
is it necessary to refer the cases of Hypocrites prisoners in provinces that have an independent judicial
organ to the provincial center or can the province's judicial authorities act autonomously?” (Annex 2)
Khomeini replied:
“In all the above cases, if the person at any stage or at any time maintains his [or her] support
for the Hypocrites, the sentence is execution. Annihilate the enemies of Islam immediately. As
regards the cases, use whichever criterion that speeds up the implementation of the verdict.”
Based on this fatwa more than 30,000 political prisoners were executed in 1988. (Annex 3, 4, 5)
3- At that time, Khomeini's successor Grand Ayatollah Montazeri protested the extent of the massacre,
which he viewed as against the interests of the regime. He wrote two letters to Khomeini (Annex 6 and
7) and one to officials responsible for implementing the task in July and August 1988 (Annex 8),
stating that the execution of several thousand prisoners in a few days would not have positive
repercussions, and that the PMOI were “an idea” and “a logic”, which would be strengthened by these
killings. “If you insist on your decree … spare the women with children.” Khomeini not only ignored
his recommendations, but became extremely enraged and ousted Montazeri, who subsequently was put
on house arrest until his death in 2009. Khomeini himself died in 1989 and was succeeded by Ali
Khamenei as Supreme Leader.
4- On 9 August, 2016, twenty-eight years after the carnage, the audio recording of Montazeri’s meeting
on 15 August 1988 with those responsible for the massacre of PMOI political prisoners was published
by his son Ahmad Montazeri. The tape clearly shows that both the hard-line faction of Khamenei and
the “moderate” faction of Rouhani -Rafsanjani were deeply involved in this crime. In the audio file
Montazeri addresses the so called “Death Committee” consisting of four people: Mostafa
Pourmohammadi, representative of the Ministry of Intelligence (MOIS) in Evin Prison; Hossein Ali
Nayyeri, Sharia judge; Morteza Eshraghi, public prosecutor; and Ebrahim Raeesi, deputy prosecutor,
who collectively decided on the executions in Tehran. Similar committees were formed in the
provinces and other cities.
5- The Death Committee members Pourmohammadi, Nayyeri and Raeesi, have consistently held top
political, security and judicial positions within the Islamic Republic of Iran to this day and have had
direct roles in the majority of the regime's crimes. (Annex 9)
6- This tape clearly exposes the extent of the crime.
Link to the sound file: https://soundcloud.com/bbcpersian/1367a
Excerpts of the tape:
Montazeri: "In the (prisons) in cities they did everything imaginable ... in Ahvaz, it was truly
awful."
A member of the Death Committee: “Many of those on death row have other members of their
family who were executed, some were 15-16 years old at the time of their arrest.”

Montazeri: "This judge or that judge, in this town or in that town, had condemned someone to
5, 6, 10 or 15 year sentences. Well now if we go and execute them without any new activity; that
means our entire judicial system is flawed."
Montazeri: "Three days ago the Sharia judge of one the provinces, who is a trustworthy man,
came to me with sadness and said the intelligence official or the prosecutor, in order to
determine if a prisoner was steadfast or not, asked him ‘Are you ready to condemn the
Hypocrites? He said yes. He was asked, ‘Are you ready to give an interview?’ He said yes.
Asked, ‘Are you ready to go to war with Iraq?’ He said yes. Asked, ‘Are you ready to go onto
the minefield?’ He said not all people are ready to go on a mine. The judge said, ‘Then you are
steadfast,’ and they executed him.”
7- The executions were planned from years before.
Excerpt of the tape:
Montazeri to Pourmohammadi: “This [the mass executions] was planned long ago and is
something that the Intelligence [Ministry] was planning, and had invested in, and Ahmad Agha
[Khomeini’s son], has been saying for three or four years that ‘The Mojahedin [PMOI], from
the one who reads their newspaper, to the one who reads their magazine, to the one who reads
their statements – all of them must be executed.’”
8- There was a particular hatred against women supporters of PMOI
Excerpts of the tape:
Montazeri: “This one guy, his brother was in prison.. they said his sister was also a suspect. So
they went and brought his sister. They executed him. They had brought his sister only two days
earlier; they questioned her, she said well I liked these people [PMOI]. She was only 15 or 16
years old… she is only a girl. He [the judge] replied: execute her too, and they did.”
Montazeri: "In Isfahan a pregnant woman was among them (the victims); in Isfahan they
executed a pregnant woman."
Montazeri: “In Shiite Jurisprudence, women should not be executed even if they are ‘Mohareb’
(at war with God), I reminded Khomeini that according to the decrees of most religious experts,
a woman, even if she is a Mohareb must not be executed. But he did not agree, and said that
women, too, must be executed.”
9- Who are the “Liberals” within the regime?
Excerpts of the tape:
Montazeri: “This situation with Mr Mousavi Ardebili, whom I know to be more liberal than all
others; he said in the in the Friday Prayer all the Hypocrite prisoners must be executed... And
then when he wants to ask the Imam (Khomeini), whether we should execute them in the
provinces or in the cities? This is his question from the Imam!”

10- People were disgusted by the ‘Velayat-e-Faqih’ [absolute rule of supreme clergy]:
Excerpts of the tape:

Montazeri: "I said to Ahmad Agha [Khomeini’s son], I feel heartbroken for Khomeini. I did not
want it to be like this. People are disgusted by the velayat-e-faqih[absolute rule of supreme
clergy]. I did not want the velayat-e-faqih to come to this point. … Fifty years from now, they
may judge us and say that the Imam was a bloodthirsty killer. We have shown the ugly face of
the supreme leader. God knows that, as far as the people are concerned, with this extremism
and these arrests, we have done this [damage] to Islam."
11- From a legal and international perspective, the published audio tape is a new, indisputable evidence
that the massacre of 1988 was a premeditated, planned and targeted project to annihilate members and
supporters of the PMOI, and by any definition, is a genocide and a crime against humanity. (Annex 10)
The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court stipulates in Article 7:
"For the purpose of this Statute, 'crime against humanity' means any of the following acts when
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with
knowledge of the attack. "
The Statute lists 11 acts as examples of crimes against humanity, most of which have been
implemented in the case of the PMOI in the course of the 1988 massacre of political prisoners in Iran,
or in the clampdowns and executions carried out in previous or later years.
Article 6 of the statute defines genocide as the following:
"For the purpose of this Statute, 'genocide' means any of the following acts committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group as such:
(a) Killing members of the group;”
The first sentence in Khomeini's decree for the massacre of political prisoners explicitly states: "The
traitor Hypocrites [derogatory term for the PMOI] do not believe in Islam and whatever they say is out
of hypocrisy and deceit." This clearly reveals that Khomeini's primary reason for the mass execution
was PMOI’s different interpretation of Islam.
12. Formation of courts to investigate the massacres in Srebrenica and Rwanda, as well as the
assassination of the former Prime Minister of Lebanon Rafiq Hariri, were necessary steps to prevent or
at least undermine the possibility of similar crimes taking place. The massacre of 1988 is the worst
massacre of political prisoners since (and perhaps even before) the Second World War. The
masterminds, officials in charge, as well as the perpetrators and executioners who carried out the
massacre are well known figures still holding public offices. Indisputable evidence and documents are
available. This new audio evidence is the ‘Black Box’ of the 1988 Prison Massacres in Iran.
World treaties, as well as international and state laws in many countries provide for investigation of
this case. Therefore, the ISJ calls on the UN Security Council, the UN Human Rights Council, the US,
the EU and its member states, and other relevant international agencies to launch all the necessary
mechanisms to investigate this case. They should not allow the recurrence of such crimes.
Based on international conventions, neither crimes against humanity nor genocide are subject to any
statute of limitations and thus will not fade with time. It is up to the international community to
investigate this dossier and bring its perpetrators to justice.

Two points adds to the necessity for this investigation:
-

This massacre and genocide did not stop in 1988 and continues to this date. The execution
of 25 Sunni prisoners on 2 August 2016 is a recent example.

-

The same officials in charge of the 1988 massacre are still at the helm of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and are involved in the suppression and destruction of different sectors
of Iranian society.

Considering the above points, we urge the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the next
session of the Human Rights Council (in September 2016) and the next session of the General
Assembly (September to December 2016) to include this topic in their agenda as a first step. We
urge the UN Security Council to take up this case and also the General Assembly to demand in its
resolution on human rights violations in Iran, the formation of an international tribunal to
investigate the 1988 massacre as a crime against humanity.
Alejo Vidal-Quadras
President, International Committee In Search of Justice (ISJ)
Former Vice-President of the European Parliament (1999-2014)
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ENCLOSURES
Annex 1: Khomeini’s Fatwa - July 1988

Translation: Khomeini’s Fatwa- July 1988
In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,
As the treacherous Hypocrites [PMOI] do not believe in Islam and what they say is out of deception and
hypocrisy, and as their leaders have confessed that they have become renegades, and as they are waging
war on God, and as they are engaging in classical warfare in the western, the northern and the southern
fronts, and as they are collaborating with the Baathist Party of Iraq and spying for Saddam against our
Muslim nation, and as they are tied to the World Arrogance, and in light of their cowardly blows to the
Islamic Republic since its inception, it is decreed that those who are in prisons throughout the country
and remain steadfast in their support for the Hypocrites, are waging war on God and are condemned to
execution.
The task of implementing the decree in Tehran is entrusted to Hojjatol-Islam Nayyeri, the religious judge,
Mr. Eshraqi, the Tehran prosecutor, and a representative of the Intelligence Ministry. Even though a
unanimous decision is better, the view of a majority of the three must prevail. In prisons in the provinces,
the views of a majority of a trio consisting of the religious judge, the revolutionary prosecutor, and the
Intelligence Ministry representative must be obeyed. It is naive to show mercy to those who wage war
on God. The decisive way in which Islam treats the enemies of God is among the unquestionable tenets
of the Islamic regime. I hope that with your revolutionary rage and vengeance toward the enemies of
Islam, you would achieve the satisfaction of the Almighty God. Those who are making the decisions
must not hesitate, nor show any doubt or be concerned with details. They must try to be “most ferocious
against infidels.” To have doubts about the judicial matters of revolutionary Islam is to ignore the pure
blood of martyrs.
Ruhollah Moussavi Khomeini

Annex 2: Ahmad Khomeini’s letter to his father on questions by Moussavi Ardebili on how to
implement the mass execution and Khomeini’s reply

Translation: Letter of Ahmad Khomeini to his father and the latter’s response

My Pre-eminent Father, His Eminence the Imam,
With greetings, [Chief Justice] Ayatollah Moussavi Ardebili has telephoned to raise three
ambiguities about Your Eminence’s recent decree on the Hypocrites [PMOI]:
1. Does the decree apply to those who have been in prison, who have already been tried and
sentenced to death, but have not changed their stance and the verdict has not yet been carried out,
or are those who have not yet been tried are also condemned to death?
2. Those Hypocrites prisoners who have received limited jail terms, and who have already served
part of their terns, but continue to hold fast to their stance in support of the Hypocrites, are they
also condemned to death?
3. In reviewing the status of the Hypocrites prisoners, is it necessary to refer the cases of
Hypocrites prisoners in counties that have an independent judicial organ to the provincial center,
or can the county’s judicial authorities act autonomously?
Your son, Ahmad

Underneath the letter, the Imam has written his reply:

In the name of God,
In all the above cases, if the person at any stage or at any time maintains his [or her] support for
the Hypocrites, the sentence is execution. Annihilate the enemies of Islam immediately. As
regards the cases, use whichever criterion that speeds up the implementation of the verdict.
Ruhollah Moussavi Khomeini

Annex 3: Video testimony by Reza Malek, a former Deputy Minister of Intelligence of Iran

Excerpt of video recording by Reza Malek, a former Deputy Minister of Intelligence of Iran addressing
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon in 2009:

نفر زندانیان دارای حكم پنج700 هزار و33  بیش از67 عالیجناب جنایت این رژیم به حدی است كه در طی چند شب در سال
 و در مقابل این رژیم. اعدام و در گورهای دستجمعی توسط كانتینرها و بلدوزرها به خاك سپرده شدند، یك سال،سال دو سال
 این است ثمره حكومت والیت مطلقه فقیه همه.سفاك و مالیان فریبكار و جنایت پیشه بسیار مظلومانه به خاك سپرده شدند
.چیز انسان را به كام مرگ و آتش كشیده است

 شاید هم بیشتر گور دستجمعی190 تا170  در ایران بیش از،عالیجناب اگر شما به دنبال نسل كشی و جنایتكاران می گردید
 حتی در صد. عالیجناب در آنها از یك كامیون كوچك تا سه چهار كانتینر سردخانه دار جنازه مخفی گشته است.وجود دارد
 در برخی از آنها لباس قربانی زیر.بسیار زیادی از گورهای انفرادی در گورستان ها خالی از جنازه تحویل خانواده ها داده اند
 اجساد این گورها معموال.مقداری بتون آماده مدفون کرده اند و سنگ روی آن گذارده اند که خانواده حتی نتواند نبش قبر کند
.بطور دست جمعی در عمق زمین مخفی گشته اند

Translation:
“Your Excellency, the atrocities of this regime is to the extent that in 1988 during only a
few nights more than 33,700 prisoners who had 5 or 2 or 1-year sentences were executed
and buried in mass graves by truck containers and bulldozers.”
“Your Excellency, if you are looking for genocide and criminals, in Iran there are more
than 170 or perhaps 190 mass graves. The graves are filled with bodies sometimes from
a small truck up to three or four refrigerating containers. Even a big percentage of the
individual graves were empty when they were handed to the families. In some, the
victim's clothes were buried under pre-prepared concrete and covered with stones so that
the families cannot even exhume the grave. The bodies of these graves are mostly hidden
deep underground.”
Link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3nO6UAuHU0

Annex 4: Comments by Mohammad Nurizad, ex advisor of Ayatollah Khamenei
Mohammad Nurizad, former political and cultural advisor of
Ayatollah Khamenei who has produced some 20 films and TV
series for the Iranian regime, wrote on his blog on 13 April 2014
that when he was asked by a journalist of Radio France
International-Persian Service about the genocide in Rwanda, he
replied:
“In our country too, these things happened. Here, during the
course of 2-3 months, 33 thousand imprisoned girls and boys
and women and men were killed and their bodies were dumped
with trucks in Khavaran (cemetery) and unmarked deserts.”
http://www.nurizad.info/blog/24328

Annex 5: Article - Sunday Telegraph 4 February 2001

Annex 6: Ayatollahs Montazeri’s first letter to Khomeini

Translation: Ayatollah Montazeri’s first letter to Khomeini in protest to mass executions
Date: 31 July 1988
In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,
His Exalted Eminence Imam Khomeini,
With greetings, I would like to apprise Your Eminence that following your recent decree for the
execution of the Hypocrites [PMOI] who remain in prisons, the nation tolerates the execution of the
detainees of recent events and they apparently have no adverse consequences, but the execution of those
who were already in prison has the following consequences:
1. These executions are perceived as an act of vengeance and a vendetta, considering the present state
of affairs;
2. Many families, even those who are pious and revolutionary, are distressed and aggrieved by these
executions;
3. Many of the prisoners who are not holding fast to their views are being treated by the officials as if
they were;
4. At a time when under the pressures and attacks by Saddam and the Hypocrites, we are attracting some
sympathy around the world and many newspapers and personalities are defending us, it is not wise for
the system and for yourself to have the propaganda turned against us;
5. People that have been sentenced by our courts to prison terms, if we execute them without any process
and any new activity, this would be a complete disregard for all judicial standards and judges’ rulings.
This will not reflect well on our system;
6. Our judicial officials, prosecutors and intelligence officials are not perfect and there is plenty of
opportunity for mistakes and unduly influenced decisions. With Your Eminence’s recent decree, many
people who have light charges or are innocent are executed;
7. We have not so far benefited from these killings and violence. We have only stirred more propaganda
against ourselves and we have increased the appeal of the Hypocrites and the counterrevolutionaries. It
is appropriate to treat them with mercy for a time so as to attract the sympathies of many of them;
8. If you insist on your decree, then at least issue an order so that the judge, the prosecutor and the
intelligence official would have to reach a consensus for execution. They must particularly spare women
with children. The execution of several thousand prisoners in a few days will not have positive
repercussions and will not be mistake-free. Even some of our religious judges were very distressed by
this.
Hossein-Ali Montazeri

Annex 7: Ayatollah Montazeri’s second letter to Khomeini

Translation: Montazeri’s second letter to Khomeini in protest to mass execution
Date: 2 August 1988
In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,
His Exalted Eminence Imam Khomeini,
With greetings, pursuant to my letter of July 31, 1988, I write the following out of my sense of religious
duty: Three days ago, a religious judge from one of the provinces, who is a trustworthy man, came to see
me in Qom and was in great distress because of the way Your Eminence’s decree is being implemented.
He said: The intelligence chief or the prosecutor (I forget which) was trying to ascertain if a prisoner was
still holding fast to his beliefs.
He asked the prisoner if he was prepared to condemn the Hypocrites, he said yes.
He asked him: ‘Are you ready to go to the front to fight in the war with Iraq?’ He said, ‘Yes.’
He asked, ‘Are you ready to give interviews?’ He said ‘Yes.’
He asked, ‘Are you ready to walk over mines?*’ The prisoner said, ‘Do you mean all the people are
willing to walk over mines? Moreover, you must not have such high expectations from someone who
has recently become a Muslim.’ The prosecutor said, ‘It is obvious that you are still holding on to your
political beliefs,’ and dealt with him as such (and executed him).
The judge told me how much he insisted that the verdict be issued by consensus, not just by majority,
but this was not accepted, because it is the intelligence official who has the main role everywhere and
others are under his influence.
Your Eminence can see what type of persons are implementing your grave decree that affects the lives
of thousands of prisoners.
Hossein-Ali Montazeri
* By “walk over mines,” the prosecutor was referring to the commonly used tactics by the Revolutionary Guards in the IranIraq war of sending waves of boy soldiers across minefields to clear the way for the Guards’ advance. Hundreds of thousands
of young Iranians perished in these “human wave” attacks.

Annex 8: Ayatollah Montazeri’s letter to members of the “Death Committee”

Translation: Montazeri’s letter to members of “Death Committee”
Date: 15 August 1988
To Mr. Nayyeri, [religious judge], Mr. Eshraghi, [prosecutor], Mr. Raeesi, [deputy prosecutor], and Mr.
Pourmohammadi, [Intelligence Ministry representative] i
In the Name of God,
1. I have received more blows from the Hypocrites than all of you, both in prison and outside. My son was
martyred by them. If it was a question of revenge, I should pursue it more than you. But I seek the expediency
and interests of the revolution, Islam, the Supreme Leader, and the Islamic state. I am worried about the
judgment that posterity and history will pass upon us.
2. Such massacres without trial, particularly when the victims are prisoners and those in captivity, will
definitely benefit them in the long run. The world will condemn us and they will be further encouraged to
wage armed struggle. It is wrong to confront ideas and ideologies with killings.
3. Look at the behaviour of Prophet [Mohammad] and how he treated his enemies after the conquest of
Mecca and the Battle of Hawazen. The Prophet showed mercy and amnesty and was given the title of “the
Mercy of both worlds” by the Almighty. Look how Imam Ali treated his enemies after defeating them in the
Battle of Jamal.
4. Many of these people who are holding fast to their beliefs are doing so in reaction to the way they have
been treated by interrogators and prison wardens, otherwise they might have been flexible.
5. To argue that if we released these prisoners, they would re-join the Hypocrites is not sufficient to
characterize them as Mohareb (waging war on God) and of having mutinied against God. Imam Ali did not
punish Ibn Moljem (his assassin), before he actually carried out the crime, even though he said before hand
that he (Ibn Moljem) will be my killer....
6. The beliefs of a person, per se, are not sufficient grounds to declare him as someone who is waging war
on God or rebelling against A Damning Document 29 the Almighty. Even if it is supposed that the
[Mojahedin] leaders are renegades, their supporters cannot be given the same verdict.
7. Judgment must be made in an environment free of emotions. The social environment now is not conducive
to justice due to sloganeering and propaganda. We are upset with the Hypocrites’ crime in the west, but are
taking it out on prisoners and former prisoners. Executing people who have not carried out any new activities
will cast doubt on previous judges and all previous judgments. According to which standard do you execute
a prisoner whom you have previously given a lesser sentence? At present, prison visits and telephone calls
have been cut off, but how will you answer the families tomorrow?
8. I, more than anybody, care about the prestige of His Eminence the Imam as the Supreme Leader. I do not
know how things are being presented to him. Should we say that all that we were studying in Islamic
jurisprudence about taking caution when dealing with people’s blood and properties were wrong?
9. I have met with a number of just and pious judges who were dismayed and complained about the way the
decree is being implemented. They said there is too much extremism and cited numerous cases of people
being executed without any reason.
10. In conclusion, the People’s Mojahedin are not individuals; they are an ideology, and a world outlook.
They have a logic. It takes right logic to answer wrong logic. You cannot rectify wrong with killings; you
only extend it.
Hossein-Ali Montazeri

Annex 9: Members of the “Death Committee”
Ebrahim Raeesi:
Since the beginning of the Islamic Republic, when he was
only 19 years old, Raeesi was appointed as a prosecutor
and was engaged in ordering executions and killings as
prosecutor and judge from the beginning. He was Deputy
Public Prosecutor during the 1988 massacre, after which
he became Solicitor General, a post he held for a many
years. Recently, he was appointed by Khamenei as the
Guardian of Astan Quds Razavi, one of the most important
centers of political and financial power that is
administrating the holy Shiite Imam Reza shrine in
Mashhad. One of his tasks is to allocate billions of dollars
from the Imam Reza endowment, to fund the
extraterritorial operations of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) that is sponsoring
terrorism in Iraq and Syria. Raeesi has been mentioned as one of the main candidates for Khamenei's
succession as Supreme leader.
Mostafa Pourmohammadi, current minister of Justice
He became Deputy Minister of Intelligence after the 1988
massacre, and Minister of Interior under Ahmadinejad.
He is currently the Minister of Justice in the government
of “moderate” President Hassan Rouhani.

Hossein Ali Nayyeri
He has remained among the heads of Iran’s
judicial system and is now in charge of the
Disciplinary Court of Judges.

Morteza Eshraghi, public prosecutor
during the 1988 Massacre of political
priosners in Iran

Annex 10: Article 6 and 7 of International Criminal Court

Article 6: Genocide
For the purpose of this Statute, "genocide" means any of the following acts committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:
(a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction
in whole or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Article 7: Crimes against humanity
1. For the purpose of this Statute, "crime against humanity" means any of the following acts when
committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population, with
knowledge of the attack:
(a) Murder;
(b) Extermination;
(c) Enslavement;
(d) Deportation or forcible transfer of population;
(e) Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules of
international law;
(f) Torture;
(g) Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other
form of sexual violence of comparable gravity;
(h) Persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on political, racial, national,
ethnic, cultural, religious, gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other grounds that are universally
recognized as impermissible under international law, in connection with any act referred to in this
paragraph or any crime within the jurisdiction of the Court;
(i) Enforced disappearance of persons;
(j) The crime of apartheid;
(k) Other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to
body or to mental or physical health.
2. For the purpose of paragraph 1:
(a) "Attack directed against any civilian population" means a course of conduct involving the multiple
commission of acts referred to in paragraph 1 against any civilian population, pursuant to or in
furtherance of a State or organizational policy to commit such attack;

(b) "Extermination" includes the intentional infliction of conditions of life, inter alia the deprivation of
access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the destruction of part of a population;
(c) "Enslavement" means the exercise of any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership
over a person and includes the exercise of such power in the course of trafficking in persons, in
particular women and children;
(d) "Deportation or forcible transfer of population" means forced displacement of the persons
concerned by expulsion or other coercive acts from the area in which they are lawfully present, without
grounds permitted under international law;
(e) "Torture" means the intentional infliction of severe pain or suffering, whether
physical or mental, upon a person in the custody or under the control of the accused; except that
torture shall not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to, lawful sanctions;
(f) "Forced pregnancy" means the unlawful confinement of a woman forcibly made pregnant, with the
intent of affecting the ethnic composition of any population or carrying out other grave violations of
international law. This definition shall not in any way be interpreted as affecting national laws relating
to pregnancy;
(g) "Persecution" means the intentional and severe deprivation of fundamental rights contrary to
international law by reason of the identity of the group or collectivity;
(h) "The crime of apartheid" means inhumane acts of a character similar to those referred
to in paragraph 1, committed in the context of an institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and
domination by one racial group over any other racial group or groups and committed with the intention
of maintaining that regime;
(i) "Enforced disappearance of persons" means the arrest, detention or abduction of persons by, or with
the authorization, support or acquiescence of, a State or a political organization, followed by a refusal
to acknowledge that deprivation of freedom or to give information on the fate or whereabouts of those
persons, with the intention of removing them from the protection of the law for a prolonged period of
time.
3. For the purpose of this Statute, it is understood that the term "gender" refers to the two sexes, male
and female, within the context of society. The term "gender" does not indicate any meaning different
from the above.

